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Diocese of Chichester
Statutory Inspection of Anglican Schools
Inspection Report
Name of school: Yapton CE Primary School
Address: North End Road

Yapton, Arundel,

West Sussex, BN18 0DU
Name of inspector: Penelope Sharman
NS inspector’s number: 474
Date of inspection: 27,28 November & 4 December 2007

The inspection of denominational education and collective worship in the school was
carried out in accordance with Section 48 of the Education Act 2005



Information about the school

Type of school:

Unique reference number:
Status:

Number on roll:

Age range of pupils:
Gender of pupils:

LEA:

Name of chair of governors:
Name of headteacher:

Date of previous inspection:

Description of the school

Primary

126001

Voluntary Controlled
254

4-11

Mixed

West Sussex

Helen Button

Mary Ramacciotti

June 2003

The school is situated on the edge of the village of Yapton. Most pupils have a pre-
school experience offered to them by the pre-school on the school campus. A wide
socio-economic mix is reflected in the school’s intake and many pupils come from
the nearby local authority housing estate. Attainment on entry is below average
and the percentage of pupils with Special Educational Needs is above average. A
relatively high level of social deprivation exists in the area. Very few pupils come
from ethnic backgrounds other than white British. The school was awarded the

Bishop’s Commendation in 2004.

Key for inspection grades

1 | Outstanding
2 | Good

3 Satisfactory
4 Inadequate
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Summary judgement

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Yapton Primary School, as a Church of England
school, are good. The leadership of the headteacher is very good. Pupils’ moral, social
and cultural development is very good as these aspects are overtly provided for in the life
of the school. Although pupils’ spiritual development is good, it is less well developed as
the opportunities to promote pupils’ spiritual development are implicit within the school

rather than being explicit. The impact of Collective Worship on the pupils is generally
good.

Established strengths

x Very good leadership by the headteacher which enables the whole school to work
towards its aims underpinned by the ‘strong Christian framework’

x The very good relationships and behaviour of the pupils which make a significant
contribution to the school’s effectiveness as a Church school

X Multicultural education is very good

Focus for development

x With the support of the foundation governors, to maintain a consistent and
systematic written record of the impact of Collective Worship on the pupils in the
school

x To develop further the pupils’ spirituality by providing more areas for quiet and
reflection within the whole school with a Christian focus
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How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian character, meet the
needs of all its learners?

The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is good at meeting the needs of all
its learners. The strong Christian leadership of the headteacher is reflected in the very
good relationships which exist throughout the whole school community. The staff provide
good role models and pupils work and play in a happy, caring, yet challenging
environment. One pupil commented ‘teachers really look after us’. Pupils feel confident
and enjoy challenges; for example, one Year 6 pupil said ‘we have high expectations of
ourselves’. Pupils are confident, courteous and co-operative. They are encouraged to
discuss their concerns through circle time as part of personal, social and health
education. They also benefit greatly from the ‘friendship stop’ in the playground and
know that there is someone who will talk to them at playtime. Pupils are supported by a
lively school council and a strong house system. These arrangements enable them to feel
valued and ‘heard’ and they know that their opinions count with the adults.

The school provides very good opportunities for the pupils to learn about other cultures
by enabling teachers from different countries to work alongside the pupils and also by
supporting children in Africa and India. A small group of pupils had the opportunity to
visit their link school in Morocco, thus giving them an understanding of life there.
Charitable giving is an important aspect of life in school, enabling pupils to appreciate the
needs of others. Parents respond positively to the school and are very supportive and
appreciative of the school’s ethos which enables pupils of all abilities and backgrounds to
flourish. They are particularly appreciative of the present ‘anti-bullying’ theme and the
support and advice pupils have received in order to deal with this issue both inside and
outside school. Pupils emphatically said that there *have been bullies, but now we're an
anti-bullying school’. Staff are also supported on a personal basis when the need arises:
for example, a Muslim student on placement was given a room in which to pray whilst
working in the school. The school takes advantage of courses put on by the diocese and
this, in turn, helps to maintain the Christian character of the school.

Grade: 2

What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school community?

The impact of Collective Worship on the school community is good. Worship is regarded
by the pupils as an important time in the school day and they know that it is a time when
‘you talk about God’ and that Jesus is a ‘very special person’. Themes from the ‘Social
and Emotional Aspects of Learning’ (SEAL) programme are used throughout the school
when planning assemblies. These themes are well supported by stories from the Bible, or
about famous Christians, enabling the pupils to relate social and emotional problems to
the Christian life. All teaching staff lead assemblies and this helps pupils to understand
the importance of the time of worship. However, staff do need to ensure that there is
always a time for quiet reflection or prayer during class assemblies. Pupils would also
benefit from areas of quiet and reflection throughout the school. This has already been
planned for in the garden, but quiet areas either in the classrooms or chosen ‘corners’ in
the school would enhance pupils’ spiritual development.

Collective Worship is very inclusive and all pupils take an active part in acts of worship.
In the worship observed during the inspection, Muslim pupils happily took part in
enacting the story of the Nativity knowing that their faith was also respected. Pupils
responded with enthusiasm and excitement to questions posed to them, obviously keen
to take part. They benefited from the moments of quiet during prayers and the choir
singing the Lord’s Prayer, as the atmosphere changed visibly.

Grade: 2
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How effective are the leadership and management of the school as a Church
school?

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a Church school is
good. The headteacher is well supported by an enthusiastic and caring governing body
and staff. The Christian character of the school is clearly expressed in the prospectus and
in the hall and entrance area. The headteacher, the assistant head and a governor have
monitored the relevant aspects of the school’s Christian character, including Collective
Worship. However, the foundation governors need to develop their role in monitoring and
evaluating the school’s Christian purpose, especially Collective Worship. This role should
focus on the impact of worship on the pupils and needs to be more rigorously carried out.

A strong link exists with the parish church; the vicar leads worship every week, is very
much a part of school life and contributes greatly to the pupils’ spiritual wellbeing.

The pastor from the local Free Church also leads assemblies regularly. Frequent
messages regarding the activities of both the parish church and the Free Church are sent
out to parents in the school newsletters, thus helping to maintain the good links between
the school and local churches. The church family extends a welcome to both pupils and
staff to use the church as a resource, thus extending pupils’ understanding of the
Christian faith. The vicar and the pastor from the local Free Church, along with governors
and parishioners, also put on a ‘fun ‘week at the start of the summer holidays which is
attended by a large percentage of the pupils. Parents/carers are invited to attend the
school’s Christian Festival services in the church, which take place each term.

Grade: 2

| The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship | Yes
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Name of school: Yapton CE Primary School
Date of inspection: 27,28 November & 4 December 2007
NS Inspector’s number: 474
Status: Voluntary Controlled
Number on roll: 254
Type of school: Primary
Rating 1-4
How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian 2
character, meet the needs of all its learners?
What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school 2
community?
How effective are the leadership and management of the school as 7
a Church school?
The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship Yes
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