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Diocese of Chichester
Statutory Inspection of Anglican Schools
Inspection Report
Name of school: West Wittering Parochial CE Primary School
Address: Pound Road

West Wittering

Chichester

West Sussex

PO20 8AJ
Name of inspector: Sue Bradstock-Smith

NS inspector’s number:

Date of inspection: 3 & 5 October 2006

The inspection of denominational education and collective worship in the school was
carried out in accordance with Section 48 of the Education Act 2005



Information about the school

Type of school:

Unique reference number:
Status:

Number on roll:

Age range of pupils:
Gender of pupils:

LEA:

Name of acting chair of
governors:

Name of headteacher:
Date of previous inspection:

Description of the school

West Wittering Parochial CE Primary School is a small rural school situated south of
Chichester, near the coast and in an area of outstanding natural beauty. The
original part of the school was built in 1849 and is a listed building. It has since
been extended to its present size and layout. The school’s catchment area is
approximately the same as the parish of the neighbouring church of St Peter and St
Paul but a significant number of pupils come from outside this area. There have
been two recent changes of headteacher. The present headteacher has been in
post for just over a year. The school has recently been given a Dyslexia Friendly

Award.

Key for inspection grades

1 | Outstanding
2 | Good

3 Satisfactory
4 Inadequate

Primary

126000

Voluntary Controlled
104

4-11

Mixed

West Sussex

Trevor Tupper

Janice Coomber

January 2003
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Summary judgement

West Wittering Parochial Primary school is an effective church school reflecting
embedded Christian beliefs and values. The school’s Christian foundation is immediately
demonstrated to visitors. The headteacher and her staff lead a warm and caring school
with a family feel. Worship is of special importance in the life of the school. Pupils clearly
enjoy and take an active part in worship both in school and in church. There is a good
partnership with the church, parents and the local community. However, the school does
need to have regular self evaluation of its effectiveness as a church school so that
strengths can be celebrated and areas for development identified.

Established strengths

x A good distinctive ethos based on embedded Christian beliefs and values

x A caring, friendly, healthy school environment where all individuals are respected
x The special importance of worship both in school and in church

x Good relationships with the parents, the church and the local community

Focus for development

x To extend the involvement of pupils, parents, staff and foundation governors in
planning, recording, monitoring and evaluating acts of Collective Worship held in
school and in church

x To provide more opportunities for reflection throughout the school and to extend
pupil participation in prayer

x To ensure all staff and foundation governors participate in a regular process of school
self evaluation of the distinctive nature and effectiveness of a church school

x To extend pupils’ understanding of our multi-faith and multi-ethnic society
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How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian character, meet the
needs of all its learners?

The school makes good provision for the needs of all pupils enabling them to
become successful learners. The headteacher and her staff place great importance on
providing a caring, friendly and healthy environment where all individuals are respected.
Through positive praise the school enables every pupil to value their own uniqueness and
feel secure and self confident. Parents say that Christian values are very evident in this
welcoming school. As a result learners from all groups flourish and feel valued and
special. The school’s Christian foundation is immediately demonstrated to visitors: there
is a ‘fish” on the main door and a banner depicting ‘Under God'’s Care’ in the entrance. A
cross and the School Creed displayed in the hall are further reminders for pupils of
Christian faith. However the school should consider establishing a ‘Reflection Corner’
within each classroom as an additional focus for faith.

Learning is enhanced by good opportunities for spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development. Through the work of the foundation governors and members of staff the
school is able to benefit from the close proximity of the parish church. It feels a natural
part of school life. For example the pupils are able to become positively involved in the
church’s ‘Lighten up Service.” Pupils are appropriately introduced to other major religions
in Religious Education lessons and it may be possible to further enlarge pupils’
understanding of our multi-faith and multi-ethnic society by introducing additional
activities into the curriculum. The school supports many charities. For example, harvest
gifts go to a local refuge for the homeless. Pupils are very polite and generally behave
well in the classroom, around the school and in the playground. There are many
opportunities for pupils to be responsible. For example Year 6 are partnered with new
entrants from their first day at school. Pupils say they feel safe and happy in school and
‘Everyone has a friend’.

Grade: 2

What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school community?

The impact of Collective Worship on the school community is good. Worship is of
special importance in the life of the school. The daily act of worship helps pupils become
aware of their individual responsibilities in the world. Many worship themes are based on
stories from the Bible. The main events of the Christian calendar are celebrated, both in
school and in the parish church, giving a clear Christian framework to the life of the
school. Pupils know the Lord’s Prayer by heart and there is a newly introduced School
Creed. Grace is said before the midday meal; sometimes there are prayers at other times
of day and one class ends the day with a prayer. However the school is now rightly
planning to develop a more consistent whole school approach to Collective Worship,
prayer and reflection.

The two acts of worship observed in school and in church were good and contributed
positively to the spiritual life of the school. Pupils feel at ease in church and were fully
engaged in the Harvest Festival: older pupils ably read prayers and the youngest
contributed well to an action song. Pupils clearly enjoy taking part in Collective Worship.
Music is used well to establish a reflective atmosphere. Pupils listen attentively, answer
questions willingly and sing tunefully. They are quiet at times of reflection and readily join
in prayer. A pupil reflected afterwards — ‘It made my heart feel warm.’

Grade: 2
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How effective are the leadership and management of the school as a Church
school?

The leadership and management of the school as a church school are
satisfactory. The governing body serve the school well in a variety of ways. In most of
its documentation the school is clear about its Christian status but it lacks a reference to
the church foundation of the school in its mission statement and aims. Working by
herself the headteacher has undertaken some very limited self evaluation of the school as
a church school. In future the school should undertake this on a regular basis and involve
both staff and foundation governors making it possible both to celebrate strengths and to
identify areas for development.

All teaching staff are happy to lead Collective Worship. However the policy for Collective
Worship is overdue for review. There needs to be a coherent strategy for planning,
evaluating and monitoring worship with more clearly defined involvement for pupils, staff
and foundation governors.

Relationships between home and school are good. The parents greatly appreciate the
special qualities of a church school. Good links with the church and local community are
evident. For example, the school and the church advertise each others’ events in their
newsletters. The parish priest leads Collective Worship fortnightly and hosts school
events and celebrations of the Christian calendar in church: he creates a very tangible
link between school and church. School celebrations at St Peter’s and St Paul’s church are
well supported by parents and governors

Grade: 3

| The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship | Yes
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Diocese of Chichester
Judgement Recording Form
Name of school: West Wittering Parochial CE Primary School
Date of inspection: 3 & 5 October 2006
NS Inspector’s number:
Status: Voluntary Controlled
Number on roll: 104
Type of school: Primary
Rating 1-4
How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian 2
character, meet the needs of all its learners?
What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school 2
community?
How effective are the leadership and management of the school as 3
a Church school?
The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship Yes
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