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Information about the school

Key for inspection grades

Type of school: Primary

Unique reference number:            125994

Status: Voluntary Controlled

Number on roll: 57

Age range of pupils: 4-11

Gender of pupils: Mixed

LEA: West Sussex

Name of chair of governors: Paul Tilbury

Name of headteacher: Jane Walters

Date of previous inspection: July 2003

Description of the school

Slindon Church of England Primary School is situated in a small village in a rural 
part of West Sussex. The school moved into its present buildings in 1975 and there 
was a further adaptation to provide more facilities in 2003. There is no school hall 
so on the occasions when one is needed the school uses the village hall across the 
road.  Pupils are organised in three classes. Pupils travel to the school from a wide 
area: of the forty families represented on the school roll, twenty live outside the 
catchment area.

1 Outstanding
2 Good 
3 Satisfactory 
4 Inadequate
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Summary judgement

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Slindon  as a Church of England School are good. 
The atmosphere of the school is that of an extended family based upon Christian 
principles in which individual pupils are supported, cherished and challenged. 
Relationships within the school are of a high order and this provides the ground for pupils 
to thrive. There is a very strong relationship with the parish priest, who has a very 
important role within the school. Collective Worship and Religious Education are effective 
vehicles for spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.  All stakeholder groups are 
proud of their school.

Established strengths 

�x Strong relationships in the school based on Christian principles
�x Excellent contact with the church and parish
�x The strength of parental support for the school as a Church school

Focus for development

�x Formalise the system for pupils’ evaluation of Collective Worship
�x Develop Anglican features in Collective Worship
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How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian character, meet the 
needs of all its learners?
The school, through its distinctive character, is good at meeting the needs of all its 
learners. The school’s vision statement has a strong focus on the uniqueness of its 
pupils: ‘everyone is special’. This conviction of the importance of inclusion has led the 
school to accept willingly pupils with learning and behavioural difficulties, who, within the 
school’s Christian ethos, have made good progress both academically and socially. Pupils 
do certainly feel special and the ‘can-do’ approach of the school fosters self esteem. 
Parents share this view. As a mother said: ‘There is a holistic approach to the children’s 
development which is very successful. I shall be very sad to see my daughter move on!’  
Relationships within the school are very good. Pupils appreciate their teachers; as one 
pupil said ‘They are always there ready to help you’. Pupils care for each other and there 
appears no need for formal structures such as ‘buddies’ – the pupils seem to look after 
each other instinctively, as observations made at playtime confirm.  Parents and pupils 
are both insistent that this is a very happy school which is completely free of bullying. In 
fact pupils could not think of any ways in which their school could be improved.
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development (SMSC) is good. Spiritual education is 
fostered well through Collective Worship and pupils have a clear sense of right and
wrong. Weaknesses in cultural development were highlighted in the previous OfSTED 
report in 2003. Since then the school now arranges for pupils to visit the mosque in 
Portsmouth. In addition to this, pupils are actively involved in raising money for 
educational purposes in Nepal, through the minister of a local free church who leads 
Collective Worship monthly in the school. Pupils also have contact with Archdeacon 
Sammy from the Anglican Church in Kenya, who has visited the school as part of the 
diocesan link, and it is planned to develop links with a school in Kenya.
Grade:  2

What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school community?
The impact of Collective Worship on the school community is good.  It plays a very 
important part in school life and is supported by thorough planning. The school has a 
clear and well informed policy and weekly topics are determined and reviewed by the 
headteacher and parish priest jointly.  Detailed weekly plans ensure that weekly class 
based worship is integrated with and contributes to the theme. All acts of worship are 
recorded and evaluated and pupils’ immediate responses contribute to this. There is no 
formal procedure in place for acquiring pupils’ more general opinions and attitudes.
Worship is led by a variety of people: the headteacher, the parish priest on a weekly 
basis, the minister of a local free church on a monthly basis, as well as class teachers,
and this ensures that pupils receive a rich and diverse experience of worship which they 
appreciate. Currently, the school is considering the nature of distinctively Anglican 
Collective Worship.  
Each act of worship is well planned and well led. As there is no school hall, worship takes 
place in a comparatively small room.  This means that the pupils have to sit quite close 
together and on the floor (which they do not like!). However, the school uses this to 
advantage and creates an intimate atmosphere which facilitates pupil participation in 
discussion and questions. Pupils listen and contribute well, sing enthusiastically and both 
lead and join in the prayers. All pupils know the Lord’s Prayer and their school prayer by 
heart. Both acts of worship seen were very good and both fostered spiritual development.
Pupils interviewed were quite clear that they enjoyed  worship and found it helpful. They 
were also able to recount stories and messages from recent acts of worship. Parents 
interviewed indicated that their children had positive attitudes to Collective Worship and a 
number gave examples of their children using school prayers privately at home.
Grade:  2
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How effective are the leadership and management of the school as a Church 
school?

The effectiveness of the leadership and the management of the school as a Church 
school is outstanding. The headteacher has a very clear view of the nature of a Church 
school and this vision is shared and strongly supported by the governing body and the 
school staff. Matters relating to those aspects of the school which specially affect the 
Christian foundation of the school are equally important to all governors whether 
foundation governors or not. The headteacher is very successful in ensuring that the 
vision becomes reality in the school. Parents are very appreciative of the school’s 
Christian ethos and the care it exercises for all its pupils.  

There is a very strong relationship with the parish church and with other churches in the 
area. The parish priest is a very important person in the life of the school and her strong 
and close partnership with the headteacher is a very significant feature of the school and 
works very well for the benefit of all the pupils.  The quality of relationships which this 
partnership has established in the school enables pupils to be open and trustful in their 
dealings with staff in the school.

As noted before, Collective Worship in the school is very good, and Religious Education, 
naturally of special importance in a Church school, is well resourced and, from the 
evidence of pupils’ work seen, of a high standard.

All stakeholders are rightly proud of their school.

Grade: 1

The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship Yes
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Diocese of Chichester

Judgement Recording Form

Name of school: Slindon CE Primary School
Date of inspection: 18 and 21 January 2008
NS Inspector’s number: 418
Status: Voluntary Controlled
Number on roll: 57
Type of school: Primary

Rating 1-4

How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian 
character, meet the needs of all its learners?

 2

What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school com-
munity?  2

How effective are the leadership and management of the school as 
a Church school? 1

The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship Yes


