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Information about the school

Key for inspection grades

Unique reference number:            

Type of school:

126098

Secondary

Status: Voluntary Aided

Number on roll: 1304

Age range of pupils: 11-18

Gender of pupils: Mixed

LEA: West Sussex

Name of chair of governors: Revd. Malcolm Liles

Name of headteacher: Peter Wickert

Date of previous inspection: 4-6 November 2002

Description of the school

The Holy Trinity School was opened in 1969 and takes its name from the Cathedral 
Church in Chichester, which is represented on its badge. It has recently benefited 
from a building programme. The school prides itself on its comprehensive nature. 
The school is oversubscribed and is larger than most secondary schools, with 267 
students in its very successful Sixth Form. About half its students are from active 
Church families and about 13% are from Hindu and Muslim backgrounds. The 
school was recently judged by Ofsted to be good with several outstanding features.
The school was awarded the Bishop’s Commendation in 2005 for the quality of its 
RE.

1 Outstanding
2 Good 
3 Satisfactory 
4 Inadequate
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Summary judgement

The Holy Trinity School is an outstanding Church school.  The Christian ethos permeates 
every aspect of the school’s life.  Overwhelmingly, learners love their school and feel 
loved in it.  Those of different faiths and of none praise the school’s inclusive practices, 
enabling everyone to feel a highly valued member of its community.   Many speak with 
confidence of their own faith journey and how the school has encouraged, nurtured and 
supported them to explore personal belief without fear, shame or embarrassment.  The 
school is a worshipping community with a very strong focus on Christianity in which 
Christians and non-Christians alike can explore belief and relate it to their own lives.

Established strengths 

The very strong Christian leadership of the Head Teacher and Senior Leadership Team, 
well supported by the Governing Body. This has a very positive impact on the whole 
Christian ethos of the school.

The varied programme of good quality Christian worship and especially the popularity of 
the voluntary Holy Communion and Praise services.

The very successful Religious Education (RE) Department.

Focus for development

Involve the Head of RE in planning the statutory RE in the Sixth Form; and improve 
provision by having an RE Conference Day in Year 13. 

Improve the quality of collective worship through greater student participation in leading 
worship and through wider use of music in the daily pattern of worship.

Fully share the school's self-evaluation as a Church school with all stakeholders and 
establish it as part of the school's improvement programme.

Inform parents of their statutory right to withdraw their children from all or part of RE 
and/or Collective Worship.
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How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian character, meet the 
needs of all its learners?

The Holy Trinity School has an outstanding Christian ethos, based on Christ's teaching to 
love God and love our neighbour. This is clearly stated in its literature and lived out in the 
life of the school, which is underpinned by prayer.  Parents speak very highly of the 
school as welcoming and approachable; and students describe it as caring, helpful and 
fun. Relationships in school are good at all levels: staff and students are happy and get 
on well with each other. Behaviour in lessons is very good. The very clear Christian 
teaching in Collective Worship and RE goes hand-in-hand with a tolerance and respect for 
those with other religions or none, so that everyone feels included and Christians feel 
well supported. Students who join the school in the Sixth Form quickly feel fully involved 
and value the opportunities the school affords them to reflect on the meaning and 
purpose of life. Students initiate and get very involved in charitable projects through their 
House system. Older students have the opportunity to visit and support the link-schools 
in Sierra Leone and Malaysia.

There is a striking Christian focus in the main entrance hall, where some stones from 
Chichester Cathedral are a reminder of the school's connection with the cathedral and 
diocese. These were rededicated in 2005 by the Archbishop of Canterbury. The RE rooms 
have some thought-provoking displays and a small room in the new building has been 
designated as a chapel. Plans are underway to use other parts of the buildings to 
proclaim the Christian message and promote spiritual and moral development. 

Grade:  1

What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school community?

Daily Christian worship is fundamental to the life of the school and is very well supported 
by the Senior Leadership Team and Governors, especially the Head Teacher. It is 
exceptionally well planned and prepared and includes Bible material and prayers. The 
tutor group worship is very well supported with notes and is accepted by staff and 
students as an integral part of belonging to a Church school.  Students have a genuine 
understanding of the meaning of worship and value the opportunity it gives them to pray 
and to reflect on the relevance of the message to their daily life. Although there are 
special opportunities for students to lead worship, they do not regularly take part in its 
presentation. The support for the voluntary Holy Communion or Praise Service each 
month is so overwhelming that it needs to be provided more frequently to cater for 
everyone. A Mission Week in 2005 in which it was 'Cool to be Christian' was so successful 
that another is being planned by the Christian Union for 2007. The influence of Anglican 
practices in the school is felt most strongly in the voluntary Holy Communion services, 
although a liturgical greeting and the Lord's Prayer are used in the main hall Collective 
Worship; and the school also follows the Church's calendar of festivals. The new chaplain 
has prepared a group for confirmation this year, to be conducted in the school by Bishop 
Lindsay of Horsham, who also celebrated Communion during the Mission Week. Modern 
Christian music is popular at these voluntary services but features very little in daily 
Collective Worship for all. 

Grade:  1
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How effective is Religious Education?

Religious Education has many outstanding features. The large RE department is 
competently led by a highly qualified specialist who has developed it extremely well in the 
last five years. She is supported by a committed team who work hard and use a variety 
of interesting teaching methods, although use of the interactive whiteboard is in an early 
stage of development. Schemes of work have been revised in Year 9, based on 
philosophical and ethical themes, to help prepare students for GCSE work. This is in line 
with guidance from the National Framework for RE (2004), but does not yet affect Years 
7 and 8. All Year 10 and 11 students follow an accredited course in the subject: most do 
a full-course GCSE, some do short-course, and about 25 students each year go straight 
into an AS course, which has proved very popular and successful with the higher 
attaining students. The school gained a diocesan Bishop's Commendation for this 
innovation. Students work hard and make good progress. Standards in RE have risen 
significantly so that they are now some of the best results in the school and above the 
national average.  The subject is popular throughout the school, with large numbers 
taking AS and A Level in the Sixth Form (about 25 per year). All Sixth Formers also do RE 
as  part of General Studies. Although the school's syllabus is heavily weighted on 
Christianity, teaching about other religions is effective. RE is rightly given good support in 
this Church school. It now has a suite of four rooms and an office in the new building and 
an acceptable amount of curriculum time. 

Grade: 1

How effective are the leadership and management of the school as a Church 
school?

The Head Teacher gives a very strong Christian lead in this school. He and all members 
of the Senior Leadership Team are practising Christians. The Governing Body is also very 
concerned to uphold the Christian character of the school, and this is clearly expressed in 
its Mission Statement. Consequently RE and Collective Worship are well supported in the 
school for students' spiritual and moral development within a Christian framework. Also, 
staff meetings begin with prayer; there is an act of worship for staff at the beginning of 
each school year and all form tutors lead worship in their tutor groups.

The Head Teacher has developed good relationships with local churches; and the three 
linked deaneries are represented on the Governing Body. The school's new part-time 
chaplain (appointed in January 2006) is attached to one of the local churches. He has 
already achieved much with the students and has established an effective pastoral role in 
the school for both students and staff. Relationships with the diocese are very good and 
the Head Teacher is a member of the Diocesan Board of Education. The cathedral, 
however, is too far away for there to be any close connections for the students. The 
school has a strong and effective self-evaluation culture, but has only quite recently used 
the diocesan self-evaluation toolkit to evaluate the Church aspects of the school. 
Although it is well-done, it has not yet been fully discussed with the Governing Body.  

Grade: 1

The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship Yes
The school meets the statutory requirement for Religious Education Yes
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Diocese of Chichester

Judgement Recording Form

Name of school: The Holy Trinity CE School, Crawley, Crawley
Date of inspection: Error! Reference source not found.
NS Inspector’s number: 92
Status: Voluntary Aided
Number on roll: 1304
Type of school: Secondary

Rating 1-4

How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian 
character, meet the needs of all its learners?

1

What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school 
community? 1

How effective is Religious Education? 1

How effective are the leadership and management of the school as 
a Church school? 1

The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship Yes

The school meets the statutory requirement for Religious 
Education Yes


