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Diocese of Chichester

Statutory Inspection of Anglican Schools

Inspection Report

Name of school: Heene CE First School
Address: Norfolk Street
Worthing
West Sussex
BN11 4BB
Name of inspector: Penelope Sharman
NS inspector’s number: 474
Date of inspection: 22 and 28 November 2006

The inspection of denominational education and collective worship in the school was
carried out in accordance with Section 48 of the Education Act 2005



Information about the school

Type of school:

Unique reference number:
Status:

Number on roll:

Age range of pupils:
Gender of pupils:

LEA:

Name of chair of governors:
Name of headteacher:

Date of previous inspection:

Description of the school

First School
126034

Voluntary Aided
240

4-8

Mixed

West Sussex
Anne Bevan
Dianne Bonthrone

April and May 2001

Heene CE First School serves a very mixed community in central Worthing, with a
degree of deprivation. A significant proportion of pupils are disadvantaged. The
proportion of pupils with English as an additional language is higher than other
schools in the county. Traditionally, attainment on entry is low as shown by the
outcomes of the Foundation Stage profile. The school has strong links with four

Anglican churches in the locality.

Key for inspection grades

1 | Outstanding
2 | Good

3 Satisfactory
4 Inadequate
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Summary judgement

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Heene First as a Church of England school is very
good. The excellent leadership of the headteacher, supported by a caring yet questioning
staff and governing body ensures that all pupils, whatever their background and ability,
feel happy, safe and cared for. The strong links with the local churches bear witness to all
that the Christian faith is fundamental to the ethos of the school.

Established strengths

x the distinctive and inclusive Christian ethos, which permeates the daily life of the
school, values and respects diversity and enables pupils to develop their sense of
responsibility to themselves and others

x the visionary leadership of the headteacher

x the family atmosphere created by the headteacher and the staff which enables all
pupils to feel valued as individuals

x the use of philosophy as a vehicle for teaching Religious Education (RE)

Focus for development
x establish regular systems for the evaluation of Collective Worship
x ensure all staff are confident in teaching RE
x develop focussed assessment procedures in RE to ensure pupils’ progress is
measured more effectively
x develop quiet areas both inside and outside the school building
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How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian character, meet the
needs of all its learners?

The school, through its distinctive Christian character, makes outstanding provision for all
its pupils. Displays and artefacts around the school, especially the large mural of the Last
Supper, are constant reminders of its Christian character. Careful planning of the RE
schemes of work also take into account those pupils who have different faiths; for
example, Hinduism is studied in Year 3. Pupils from different faiths and backgrounds hold
very mature discussions on Bible stories, God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. All pupils in one
class demonstrated their curiosity and knowledge when discussing whether it was the
angel who rolled the stone away from Jesus’ tomb.

Pupils show a high level of caring for others following the very good examples of the
headteacher and the staff. For example, all pupils know what the *friendship stop’ is for in
the playground and take it upon themselves to go and talk to a pupil who may be there.
The school actively supports a variety of charities, which also enhances pupils’ attitudes
towards caring for others in the wider world. Parents speak highly of the care and love
shown by both adults and pupils in the school and say it is a ‘good place to be’. Christian
visitors are regularly invited to work with the pupils and staff throughout the school, thus
further enhancing its Christian character. A week devoted to ‘Rocking all over the world’
recently enabled all pupils and parents to celebrate their diverse faiths and cultures. As
one child put it ‘you‘ve always got kindness in the school’.

Grade: 1

What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school community?

The impact of Collective Worship on the school community is good. Worship is seen as a
very important aspect of school life by the pupils. Many teachers take part regularly. The
positioning of a small cross on a table at the side of the leader and the presence of a
Bible help the pupils to focus their thoughts during acts of worship. The pupils respond to
questions about Bible stories with interest; many demonstrate knowledge of a wide
variety of both Old and New Testament stories and consider their implications on their
own lives. For example, the subject of bullying was being addressed and both Daniel and
Zacchaeus were suggested by the pupils as people who may have been bullied in Bible
stories. Pupils also speak very enthusiastically about singing in assembly.

Planning of worship is very good, effectively supported by the governors ‘Collective
Worship” Committee and themes generally follow the church calendar. At times evaluation
of the Collective Worship does take place, however this needs to become firmly
established in order to improve the impact of worship on the pupils. Several members of
the church community, including the local clergy, regularly lead the worship in school and
services take place in the local churches every half term. These arrangements add a
special dimension to the spiritual development of the pupils.

Pupils from religious backgrounds other than Christianity feel included, especially during
prayer time, when it is suggested to them that it can be used as ‘thinking’ time. The
school recognises that there is a need to establish more time and places for quiet and
reflection to enrich worship.

Grade: 2
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How effective is Religious Education?

The effectiveness of Religious Education is good. It is well planned and very good use is
made of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and support staff in lessons.
For example, the transcript of a discussion by Year 3 pupils written by the teaching
assistant was used effectively for assessment after the lesson. One class of Year 1 pupils
were completely enthralled when invited to go on a magic carpet to Israel at the
invitation of a Jewish boy to help celebrate Hanukkah together with presents. This was
carefully linked to Christians celebrating Christmas, thus helping the pupils to understand
similarities between religious traditions.

Relationships in the vast majority of lessons are very good. Much of the curriculum,
including RE, is often taught through philosophy. As a result, by Year 3, pupils
demonstrate high levels of consideration and respect for each other’s opinions, and are
capable of discussing complex spiritual matters. One child told her class that ‘God can be
anywhere. I saw on the news God is everywhere, even in different countries’. Pupils with
special educational needs are well supported in class and this enables them to take an
active part in discussions. Teachers’ knowledge is generally good but occasionally a lack
of confidence in some aspects of the meaning of Bible stories hinders the effectiveness of
the teaching. Formal assessments of pupils’ understanding of RE are yet to be established
and assessment of pupils’ progress in RE is therefore limited.

Grade: 2

How effective are the leadership and management of the school as a Church
school?

The leadership of the headteacher and governors leaves no one in any doubt as to the
Christian foundation of the school. The school’s mission statement underpins the
Christian ethos The headteacher’s vision for the school is shared by staff and together
with the governors its implementation is managed very effectively. As a result,
throughout the school both adults and pupils are treated with kindness and respect no
matter what their cultural or religious background. Thus, along with the support of other
Christians in the school community, a learning environment of love and care based on
Christian values has been created. One staff member described the school as ‘one happy
family’.

Parents and pupils, in particular the School Council, are regularly asked through
questionnaires and meetings about the quality of the provision in the school and
outcomes are acted upon. For example the pupils are very keen to have a quiet area
outside and this is about to be addressed. This process enables all to feel involved in the
schools' development. Very close relationships are firmly established with the four local
churches and both the church community and parents are very supportive and proud of
the school.

Grade: 1
The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship Yes
The school meets the statutory requirement for Religious Education Yes
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Name of school: Heene CE First School

Date of inspection: 22 and 28 November 2006

NS Inspector’s number: 474

Status: Voluntary Aided

Number on roll: 240

Type of school: First

Rating 1-4

How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian
character, meet the needs of all its learners?

What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school
community?

How effective is Religious Education?

How effective are the leadership and management of the school as
a Church school?

The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship

Yes

The school meets the statutory requirement for Religious
Education

Yes
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