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Diocese of Chichester

Statutory Inspection of Anglican Schools

Inspection Report

Name of school: Frant CE Primary School
Address: High Street
Frant

Tunbridge Wells, TN3 9DT

Name of inspector: Tony Fiddian-Green
NS inspector’s number: 383
Date of inspection: 18 October 2006

The inspection of denominational education and collective worship in the school was
carried out in accordance with Section 48 of the Education Act 2005



Information about the school

Unique reference number:
Type of school:

Status:

Number on roll:

Age range of pupils:
Gender of pupils:

LEA:

Name of chair of governors:
Name of headteacher:

Date of previous inspection:

Description of the school

114505

Primary

Voluntary Controlled
101

4-11

Mixed

East Sussex

Philippa Hewes

Paul Shefford

October 2002

Frant Church of England Primary School is a village school with four classes. The
school is near Tunbridge Wells and is very close to the county boundary. Pupils
move on at the age of 11 to a choice of six or seven local secondary schools, either
in East Sussex or Kent. Pupils' attainment is well above average when compared to
that nationally. The school is oversubscribed and is much appreciated by parents.
The school buildings are very small and present many problems of movement and
space, but the school copes very well.

Key for inspection grades

1 | Outstanding
2 | Good

3 Satisfactory
4 Inadequate
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Summary judgement

Frant Church of England School is a good school. Its Christian foundation is recognisable
in all that it offers to pupils, and there is a caring, welcoming ethos. Standing in the
centre of the village, the parish church of St. Alban and the school are close neighbours
and the links between them are generally good. The school meets in the church once
each week for worship. Collective worship is well planned overall and soundly based on
Biblical teaching. The headteacher leads well in maintaining the school's caring and
Christian ethos.

Established strengths

x The school is based firmly on Christian principles

x The headteacher and staff promote a very good Christian ethos

x Use of the very limited space is handled very well, especially for worship
x Themes for worship are planned and organised well

Focus for development

x Displays for religious education and worship should have clearer church and
diocesan links

x Worship, although well organised, should be developed in a way which
includes some additional featues that could be expected in a Church school
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How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian character, meet the
needs of all its learners?

The school takes good care to include Christian values and principles in its policies,
documents and everyday life. There is a friendly, family ethos and everyone is valued and
well cared for. Pupils are very happy at school and they talk enthusiastically about all
that they do. Without hesitation, they are able to list all the things that they value and
like. They respect and trust the adults and feel able to turn to them for help, if needed.
Behaviour is good and this is encouraged strongly by the initiatives that the school has
introduced. One that is especially effective is the poster, beads and points chart about
being polite. This has clearly captured pupils' interest and they are very enthusiastic
participants.

The school buildings are very small for the numbers on roll, but very good and inventive
use is made of them. There is a good display in the entrance area based on the Biblical
message of the potter. However, the school should consider extending the displays to
include some clearer church and diocesan links, as well as some focal points in
classrooms to raise the profile of the school's Christian character. The school promotes
pupils' spiritual and moral development well. Biblical themes are frequently used in the
planning for worship, and pupils are often given time for reflection and quiet. They learn
to appreciate the natural world around them, and to respect faiths other than their own.

Grade: 2

What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school community?

The impact of collective worship on the school community is good. A daily act of worship
is provided for all pupils in spite of the limitations of space within the school. The small
spaces available mostly mean that pupils are divided into younger and older groups for
worship, but this works very well, enabling leaders to use appropriate material for the
different ages. Once each week the whole school meets in the church for worship that
includes a celebration of good work and behaviour. Themes for collective worship centre
well around the Bible and Christian seasons; they also include stories of Christians whose
faith has made them well known. All acts of worship are recorded well, and a simple
evaluation is added. This good practice could be further enhanced by a regular report to
the governors about worship.

Visitors, including the rector's wife, sometimes lead worship. The incumbent also leads
occasionally, but his leading more regularly could strengthen the links with the parish
church. Acts of worship always have a time for children to reflect and be quiet. They sing
hymns well, and sometimes use their own prayers. As worship usually takes place last
thing every morning, grace for the coming meal is added. Collective worship adds much
to pupils' spiritual development. The school and parish church together celebrate Harvest,
Christmas and Easter. The school does not, however, observe Education Sunday, nor is
there a service of dedication for governors. Both of these could be expected to take
place in a Church school.

Grade: 2

Frant CE Primary School: SIAS Inspection Report 4



How effective are the leadership and management of the school as a Church
school?

The leadership and management of the school, as a Church school, are good. The
headteacher leads well in the creation of the school's very good, caring, and Christian
ethos, especially in the way he leads by example. The staff also provide a clear lead for
pupils in encouraging them to show care and concern for each other. The co-ordinator for
worship plans and organises the worship well; this ensures that this aspect of the school's
daily life is distinctive and one that adds much to pupils' development.

The governors are supportive of the school and its Christian origins. The incumbent is
well known in the school and is an active member of the governing body. Parents are
fully supportive of the school and appreciate its caring, family atmosphere. The school
consults them and includes them well in its work.

Grade: 2

| The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship | Yes
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Name of school: Frant CE Primary School
Date of inspection: 18 October 2006
NS Inspector’s number: 383
Status: Voluntary Controlled
Number on roll: 101
Type of school: Primary
Rating 1-4
How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian 2
character, meet the needs of all its learners?
What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school 2
community?
How effective are the leadership and management of the school as 7
a Church school?
The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship Yes
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