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Information about the school

Key for inspection grades

Unique reference number:            

Type of school:

114525

Primary

Status: Voluntary Controlled

Number on roll: 81

Age range of pupils: 4 - 11

Gender of pupils: Mixed

LEA: East Sussex

Name of chair of governors: Muriel Rees

Name of headteacher: Douglas Kidd

Date of previous inspection: April 2002

Description of the school

The school is situated in the village of Firle at the foot of the South Downs just to 
the east of Lewes. Pupils are mainly drawn from the local village and the environs. 
There is a high mobility of children in and out of the school. The school dates back 
to 1846 and occupies the original building and two temporary classrooms, which 
are in need of some modernisation or replacement. The headteacher has been in 
post for 18 months. Most children are of white British heritage. 

1 Outstanding
2 Good 
3 Satisfactory 
4 Inadequate
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Summary judgement

Firle CE Primary School is an effective church school that reflects its Christian foundation 
well. The headteacher, staff and governors are committed to the Christian ethos and 
bring positive values and attitudes to the pupils. Care, guidance and support are 
strengths of the school. There are strong links with the local parish church and 
strengthening links with the local community. 

Established strengths 

Pupils' personal development and well being are good. 

The strong commitment to a Christian ethos of the whole school community.

Focus for development

Further development of the monitoring and evaluation of collective worship by governors, 
staff and pupils.

Further develop the involvement and enthusiasm of the vicar and governors in all aspects 
of this church school, especially in the use of the environment for spiritual development.

The school should consider using a wider variety of leaders in order to enrich the 
provision of Christian worship.
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How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian character, meet the 
needs of all its learners?

The school makes good provision to meet the needs of all learners. It is clear about its 
Christian character, which is shared by the whole school community. References to it 
permeate through its documentation and displays. All classrooms have reflective areas, 
which help to enhance children’s spiritual and moral development as well as acting as a 
focus for classroom worship. The vicar and a foundation governor expressed their 
enthusiasm for further developing the use of the school environment for the 
enhancement of the children's spiritual development. Pupils are happy and secure in 
school. They speak positively of the school and its impact on their lives. They benefit 
from the school’s emphasis on Christian love in practice. The school gains from the 
specific pastoral role of a member of staff, which is valued by both pupils and parents 
especially at times of family difficulties. Generally, pupils are well behaved with 
achievements in all aspects of school life being rewarded. Pupils are made aware of the 
needs and practices of different groups and cultures and are encouraged to support 
national and global charities.

Grade:  2

What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school community?

Collective Worship plays an important part in the daily life of the school. Good planning 
and recording are in place, but monitoring and evaluation by governors, staff and pupils 
are in the embryonic stage and need to be further developed. School worship is at least 
satisfactory and at times good. Themes have a strong Christian focus whilst major 
Christian festivals are celebrated both in school and in church. Year 6 leavers attend the 
Diocesan Leaver’s Service as well as having one of their own. Overall, the provision of  
worship has a good impact on pupil's spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 
Worship is mainly led by school staff with occasional input from the incumbent and 
others. The school should consider using a wider variety of leaders in order to enrich the 
provision of Christian worship. 

During acts of worship, children mostly listen attentively. They approach areas for 
worship reverently, contribute enthusiastically, sing tunefully and pray respectfully. In 
one act of worship observed during the inspection, the positioning of children around the 
reflection table and use of a Christmas tree to display the Christian message of Christmas 
captured the children’s imagination well. Generally, the manner in which children exited 
from worship was less reverent and this detracted from its impact. Children indicated  
that they value the input of worship and its effect on their lives.

Grade:  3
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How effective are the leadership and management of the school as a Church 
school?

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of Firle, as a church school, is 
satisfactory. The distinctiveness of this church school is recognised by the headteacher 
and governors. Visual symbols of its church status include a Christian focus in the 
reception area and in every classroom. The school’s Christian purpose is identified in the 
prospectus and policies. Staff feel valued and supported by the headteacher and 
governors. 

There are  good links with the local village church while those with the wider community 
are developing. The vicar is non-stipendiary and has opted not to be on the governing 
body. He and a foundation governor are keen to develop further children’s learning 
through pastoral care and the local environment. This would further develop the ethos of 
God’s love as a basis for children and their families in this church school. The vicar leads 
worship about twice a term and services involving the children in the church. Parents 
agree that the school provides a caring environment enabling all pupils to develop their 
own potential. 

Grade: 3

The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship Yes



Firle CE Primary School: SIAS Inspection Report 6

Diocese of Chichester

Judgement Recording Form

Name of school: Firle CE Primary School
Date of inspection: 7 December 2006
NS Inspector’s number: 387/420
Status: Voluntary Controlled
Number on roll: 81
Type of school: Primary

Rating 1-4

How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian 
character, meet the needs of all its learners?

2

What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school 
community? 3

How effective are the leadership and management of the school as 
a Church school? 3

The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship Yes


