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Information about the school

Key for inspection grades

Unique reference number:            

Type of school:

114511

Primary

Status: Voluntary Controlled

Number on roll: 94

Age range of pupils: 4-11

Gender of pupils: Mixed

LEA: East Sussex

Name of chair of governors: Stephen Wilson

Name of headteacher: Marion Ponting

Date of previous inspection: March 2001

Description of the school

Bonners is a Church of England School in an attractive rural area north west of 
Uckfield. Its pupils come mainly from the village of Maresfield and some from the 
surrounding areas. The majority of pupils are White British, with 3.4% of the 
children from Gypsy/Roma families and 2.2%  from ethnic minorities. There are 
increasing numbers of pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities in the school. 
The school has received Silver Healthy Schools status and a Basic Skills Quality 
Mark.

1 Outstanding
2 Good 
3 Satisfactory 
4 Inadequate
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Summary judgement

The overall effectivenesss of Bonners as a Church of England school is satisfactory with 
some good features. Its distinctiveness as a Christian school needs to be improved and
more widely celebrated. Children enjoy coming to school and feel welcomed and safe in 
the orderly, well-structured environment. Parents and children say they value the school's 
family atmosphere where learning and growing can take place sucessfully.  

Established strengths 

A Church School ethos which  demonstrates to all the children that they are weclomed,
respected and valued.

Daily acts of collective worship develop the children's understanding of Christianity, and 
contribute to their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

Good working relationships across the whole school community and with the local parish
church.

Focus for development

Increase the effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation, as a Church school, with 
appropriate training and diocesan support.   

The headteacher and governors should review the school's vision statement to ensure it 
promotes a clear Christian vision for the school's life and work.

Provide more opportunities that will raise the children's awareness of living in today's 
multicultural society.
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How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian character, meet the 
needs of all its learners?

The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is satisfactory at meeting the 
needs of all learners. The Christian ethos is demonstrated in the attitides and 
relationships of staff and pupils. The school environment is attractively presented and 
well resourced. The School Council say that school is 'really,really friendly; learning is fun;
people are kind; they have their own church which they attend at least four times a year'.
Children know that high expectations of behaviour and work are expected of them. They 
feel safe and relaxed in such a positive environment. If issues arise, the school is open 
and accessable to all concerned, to bring about effective resolutions. Children say that 
bullying is rare but the headteacher is very effective when dealing with such matters. 
Parents support this view. They say children love to come to school, and are pleased that
the school supports tradtional values of behaviour. 

The Christian character of the school is evident through crosses which are displayed in
the main hall and at the entrance door, but not in all classrooms. Further opportunities to 
celebrate current good practice based on the school's Christian ethos should be publically 
promoted, for example the governing body provide each Year 6 Leaver with a Bible.
Establishing opportunities for prayer for all sections of the school community could help
to consolidate the Christian ethos of the school. More also needs to be done in the life 
and work of the school to promote the children's cultural development and prepare them 
for living in a multicultural society.

Grade:  3

What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school community?

The impact of Collective Worship on the school community is good. Worship seeks to 
provide all children with a distinct and special time in the daily life of the school. The 
older children prepare the generously sized hall, with music to listen to and a candle as a 
focus for worship. The children enter quietly in anticpation. They listen, participate and 
sing well. Worship times deal with a wide range of relevant issues. The headteacher's
plans are based on programmes from various Christian school worship websites. They
follow the Church's year and this helps to develop the children's understanding of the 
Christian faith. Children speak positively about Collective Worship. They obviously enjoy 
being involved in the major Christian festivals which they celebrate when they go to 
church. Parents say that church is full on these occasions.

Prayers and Christian reflections linked to the children's display work could help to 
develop the pupil's understanding and empathy through worship, and provide further
opportunites to promote their spiritual, social and moral development. A reportoire of 
Christian prayers, learned by all the children would also enhance the sense of a Christian 
community in the school. Foundation governors need to develop their responsibility for an
oversight of Collective Worship through regular monitoring, evaluation and feedback to 
the headteacher. This will  enable the governing body to assess the impact of worship on 
the life of the school. 

Grade:  2
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How effective are the leadership and management of the school as a Church 
school?

The leadership and management of the school, as a Church school, by the headteacher 
and governors are satisfactory overall. Systems are in place to implement and monitor 
school improvement.  Some governors are new and there are currently three vacancies. 
Relevant diocesan support would, however, enable the headteacher and governing body, 
to become more confident in fulfiling their role of developing and evaluating the school's 
Christian foundation and purpose. The school's vision statement would especially benefit 
from revision, to include a specific Christian dimension. This would enable the 
headteacher and foundation governors to positively promote and celebrate Bonners as a 
Church school.

Links with the local parish church are well established and school is looking forward to 
welcoming the new rector and his family. Parents speak well of the school's caring ethos 
and are pleased that their children achieve good standards. Some have specifically 
chosen the school because of its church connections.

Grade: 3

The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship Yes
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Diocese of Chichester

Judgement Recording Form

Name of school: Bonners CE Primary School
Date of inspection: 28-29 November 2006
NS Inspector’s number: 419
Status: Voluntary Controlled
Number on roll: 94
Type of school: Primary

Rating 1-4

How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian 
character, meet the needs of all its learners? 3

What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school 
community? 2

How effective are the leadership and management of the school as 
a Church school?

3

The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship Yes


