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Information about the school

Key for inspection grades

Unique reference number:            

Type of school:

126019

Primary

Status: Voluntary Aided

Number on roll: 149

Age range of pupils: 4-11

Gender of pupils: Mixed

LEA: West Sussex

Name of chair of governors: Sian Rule-Baird

Name of headteacher: Linda Davies

Date of previous inspection: 29 April - 2 May 2002

Description of the school

Arundel CE Primary School is situated on the outskirts of the town of Arundel in a 
pleasant woodland setting. The present building was erected in 1975. The school 
comprises of seven classroom spaces with connecting activity areas and a large hall 
with associated work areas.The school has a large playing field and playground.
There are currently 149 children on roll divided into five classes. The school serves 
a wide range of backgrounds. Almost one third of the pupils come from outside 
Arundel.

1 Outstanding
2 Good 
3 Satisfactory 
4 Inadequate
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Summary judgement

Arundel is a satisfactory church school with many good features. The children value 
opportunities to contribute to the school, the local community and to each other’s well 
being. Worship is of special importance in the life of the school. Pupils clearly enjoy and 
take part in worship both in school and in church. There are strong links with the church, 
parents and the local community. However, the school does need to have regular self 
evaluation of its effectiveness as a church school so that strengths can be celebrated and 
areas for development identified.

Established strengths 

The high quality of collective worship and the importance pupils place on daily worship

The care, support and encouragement that is given to all pupils which enables them to 
feel valued as individuals

The links the school has with the local community and the positive ways in which pupils 
consider the needs of others

Children's knowledge and understanding of the school rules which have a positve impact
on the behaviour of all pupils

Focus for development

To develop and implement effective assessment of pupil progress in RE

To enhance the mission statement by making specific reference to the school's church 
school status

To raise the profile of RE within the school by increasing and developing RE displays and 
reflective areas within the classrooms

To ensure all staff and foundation governors participate in a regular process of school self 
evaluation of the distinctive nature and effectiveness of a church school
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How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian character, meet the 
needs of all its learners?

The school meets the needs of all its pupils including those from different faith and ethnic 
backgrounds. Pupils are taught to respect people from different cultures.
Pupils speak confidently about their school. They enjoy school and feel safe, valued and 
respected. They feel they are well supported in both the classroom and the playground. 
They understand their school and class rules; this is reflected in the good behaviour in 
the classroom, around school and in the playground.  Parents interviewed were positive 
about the school's ethos. The Christian foundation of the school is made clear to visitors 
by a large wooden cross at the entrance of the school.

The pupils' moral and social development is good. The school is aware that further 
developments are needed to ensure that pupils are made more aware of different 
cultures and continents. Spirituality, although planned for across all areas of the 
curriculum, needs to be made more explicit to the children so as to have a greater impact 
on their understanding. The school has good links with the local and wider community 
and children are encouraged to consider the needs of others. Pupils support many 
charities; for example the year 6 raised money for "Sightsavers" and their efforts were
recognised by the organisers and the press. The school is now in a position to further 
raise the profile of its church foundation by reviewing its mission statement and making 
explicit its church school status. If this is undertaken on a regular basis and involves both 
staff and foundation governors it will enable strengths to be celebrated and  identify 
areas for development.

Grade:  3

What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school community?

Worship occupies an important place in the life of the school and is inclusive. The impact
on the school community of Collective Worship is good. There is good evidence of 
Christian symbols around the school, especially in the hall where there is an altar. A
candle is lit for all acts of worship. Banners hang behind the altar so children are aware 
that this is a special area of the school. The use of the above symbols support staff and 
enrich the pupils understanding of acts of worship. During acts of worship children are 
given time for quiet reflection or prayer. Pupils enjoy a wide range of opportunities and 
regularly participate in the acts of worship. All staff have the opportunity to lead worship.
Parents are made welcome and speak positively about the experience. 

The school has a clear worship policy which supports staff and visitors when they are 
leading acts of worship. The worship is recognisably Christian. Small reflection areas are 
being developed in classrooms, however they are not always a major focus. A particular 
strength of the worship is the manner in which the children enter the hall, sit where they 
wish and therefore older children support younger children and brothers and sisters are 
given the opportunity to sit together, creating a special ambience. The school is 
supported well by local clergy.  Prayers are written by the children for special occasions
and this enables them to have a greater involvement in the act of worship. Good links are 
continually being developed between the school and St. Nicholas Church. Children attend 
services in church and a Eucharist is held in school on a termly basis.  To continue to
increase the impact of worship the school should consider implementing a system of 
monitoring and evaluation which would involve all stakeholders.
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Grade:  2
How effective is Religious Education?

Religious education is satisfactory with many good elements. The schemes of work 
followed by the school for religious education are those from the Diocesan Guidelines and 
The West Sussex Agreed Syllabus. These need to be reviewed and updated on a regular 
basis. In the lessons observed the children were fully involved and were encouraged to 
give and share opinions. Role play and drama are used well and some pupils took part in 
"hot seating" characters from the New Testament story of The Feeding of the Five 
Thousand as part of a series of lessons on The Miracles of Jesus. Good use is made of 
resources, especially the interactive whiteboard. Staff have a good relationship with their
pupils. The pupils feel their opinions are valued. Lessons observed were well planned and
differentiated.

The school now needs to look at further developing ways in which RE work can be 
recorded, levelled and assessed to show evidence of learning. Although RE displays were 
evident in some classrooms, with a wonderful Noah's Ark role play area in Amber Class, 
RE displays and reflective areas need to have a more prominent place in all classrooms. 
All classrooms display The Lord's Prayer and The Prayer of St. Richard together with 
prayer books, however children should be made more aware of their significance.

Grade: 3

How effective are the leadership and management of the school as a Church 
school?

The headteacher, who has recently returned after a period of ill health, has been well 
supported by her deputy head. The headteacher and staff are aware of the Christian
foundation and purpose of the school. The headteacher has a clear personal vision which 
is particularly reflected in the school's acts of worship.

The school is supported by the governors who are continuing to develop their 
understanding of what it means to be a governor of a church school. They need to
develop an understanding of their role in raising standards through monitoring and 
evaluation. Governors regularly attend acts of worship, however no formal evaluation is 
yet undertaken. The school is being well supported by the diocese and courses are 
planned to further support the governing body in their role. There are strong links with 
the local church and the clergy are frequent visitors to the school, taking acts of worship, 
and extending the children's learning by inviting staff and pupils to use the church as a 
resource. The head and governors are well placed to review the mission statement and 
consider how to make its Christian foundation even more explicit.

Grade: 3

The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship Yes
The school meets the statutory requirement for Religious Education Yes
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Diocese of Chichester

Judgement Recording Form

Name of school: Arundel CE Primary School
Date of inspection: 9 November 2006
NS Inspector’s number: 432
Status: Voluntary Aided
Number on roll: 149
Type of school: Primary

Rating 1-4

How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian 
character, meet the needs of all its learners?

3

What is the impact of Collective Worship on the school 
community? 2

How effective is Religious Education? 3

How effective are the leadership and management of the school as 
a Church school? 3

The school meets the statutory requirement for Collective Worship Yes

The school meets the statutory requirement for Religious 
Education Yes


